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P r e f a c e t o t h e r e v i s e d e d i t i o n

The first printing of The Sword o f 'Bushwhacker'
Johnston i n 1992 has become a highly sought after volume.
Only 1,000 copies were printed, which in retrospect was not
sufficient . Since the d e m a n d c l e a r l y s t i l l exists, t h e
publishers have decided to issue this revised edition of Milus
E. Johnston's military memoirs.

This new edit ion conta ins t h e ent ire text and
annotations of t h e first printing. However, additional notes
have been added to several chapters and several corrections
were made t o r e fl e c t i n f o r m a t i o n tha t w a s n o t a v a i l a b l e to the
editor i n 1992. Additional names have also been added to the
muster rolls of Mead's Battalion, making the roster as
complete a s is presently possible.

Thanks in part to Mr. David Frost of Los Angeles,
California, this revised edition is illustrated. The photograph
of the Huntsville Hotel and the cartes de visite of Colonel
Lemuel G. Mead and Melville Burr Johnston are courtesy of
the Heritage Room of the Huntsville Public Library. The
portrai t of M i l u s Johns ton o n the cover and t h e photograph o f
Mrs. Mary Hamer were generously provided by Mr. Frost,
whose grandfather, James W. Bragg, Sr. of Huntsville, had
obtained them f r o m Johnston 's f a m i l y i n 1958. They a r e used
courtesy of t h e James W. Bragg Collection, which is in the
possession of Mr. Frost.

The first edition o f The Sword o f 'Bushwhacker'
Johnston has already doubled in price on the book collector's
market. This revised ed i t ion is also l i m i t e d to 1,000 copies. It
h a s been issued th i s t ime i n soft cover, due to the n u m e r o u s
requests f o r such a copy. If you are reading about Johnston's
adventures f o r the first time, we know you will enjoy them. If
you a re a l r e a d y acqua in ted w i t h Hun t sv i l l e ' s no to r ious
"bushwhacker," we hope you will be pleased with the
photographs. Whichever the c a s e m a y be , e n j o y y o u r t r i p back
into America's past. Happy reading!

Flint River Press, 1 9 9 8866T
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severed the strategic Memphis & Charleston Railroad.
Mitchel quickly sent his men east and west to seize the
railroad bridges at both Bridgeport and Decatur. All Alabama
north of the Tennessee river was soon under h i s control.

Mitchel's military occupation lasted less than five
months . Nevertheless, it established the policy which the
Union army would follow for the remainder of the war. O n
April 28, 1862, Huntsville's Mrs. Mary Chadick wrote in her
diary:

General Mitchell (sic] has been in a rage all the
week on account of the cutting of the telegraph
poles a n d l ines, the t ea r ing up o f t h e ra i l road
tracks, firing into trains, and holds the citizens
responsible for the same, having had 12 of the most
prominent arrested. It is probable that the work of
our cavalry has annoyed him excessively, a s they
are constantly picking off his men. I

F o u r d a y s la ter, the i ra te Union genera l i s s u e d a
p r o c l a m a t i o n :

All these acts will be punished with death, lit
said,] if the perpetrators can be found. And if they
cannot, I will destroy the property of all who
s y m p a t h i z e wi th the s o u t h e r n rebel l ion i n t h e
neighborhood where these acts are committed.2

The attacks Mitchel complained of h a d been conducted
by Frank B. Gurley of Forrest's Cavalry. Gurley, cut off from
his unit by the Union advance, had responded by recruiting
his o w n c o m p a n y in the Huntsv i l le a rea . Nevertheless ,
innocent civilians would hencefor th suffer for t h e a c t i o n s of
the Confederate army.

Reverend Milus Eddings Johnston, M e t h o d i s t
Episcopal Church, South, was just one of the many peaceful
citizens who would be driven t o fight by the short-sighted
retal ia tory policy of the Union commanders . J o h n s t o n w a s
in charge of the Methodist Church's Fayetteville Circuit, Just
across the borde r in Tennessee , w h e n Mitchel 's m e n took t h e
town on the i r way to Huntsville. Nearly forty years old a n d
the sole support of a large family, Johnston had no desire to

take part in the armed struggle. However, when Mitchel
arrived in Fayetteville on April 10, 1862, proclaiming
martial law, the inoffensive preacher was promptly placed
u n d e r a r r e s t .

Though he was soon released from custody, Johnston
realized h e would no longer be allowed to p r e a c h a s h e wished.
He decided to sit out the war farming with his father-in-law,
Rev. John Hicks Hamer, who lived In southeastern Madison
C o u n t y, A labama . F o u r m o n t h s l a t e r , t h e U n i o n a r m y
withdrew. T h e following year, however, the invaders
returned. The brutal policy of retaliation resumed almost at
o n c e .

The Union occupiers of 1863 faced greater resistance
than had Mitchel's men the year before. Although they soon
captured their old nemesis, Captain Frank Gurley, another
young officer was proving even more troublesome to the m e n
in blue.

Lemuel G. Mead was a lawyer from the town Paint
Rock, In Jackson county, Alabama. Early in the war, Mead
had raised an Infantry company. t h e Paint Rock Rifles,
which he led Into combat at the bloody Battle of Shiloh.
Tiring of the boredom of camp life, he had resigned his
infant ry c o m m i s s i o n a n d been au thor i zed to r ec ru i t p a r t i s a n
ranger companies Inside the Union lines north of the
Te n n e s s e e river. Mead's rangers were proper ly m u s t e r e d into
the Confederate army. Nevertheless, their Union opponents
refused to recognize them as soldiers and branded them
"bushwhackers." Each attack o n the Union army by Mead's
"bushwhackers" was met by a Union reprisal against helpless
S o u t h e r n civil ians.

The U n i o n a r m y h a d n o s o o n e r r e t u r n e d to N o r t h
Alabama than Johnston's troubles began again. In late 1863
- probably in Oc tobe r o r November - U n i o n t r o o p s b u r n e d
his father-in-law's home following an attack by Mead. The
two p r e a c h e r s m o v e d t h e i r f ami l i e s i n t o s e v e r a l s m a l l
outbuildings, all that had been saved from the flames. Some
weeks later, the horse soldiers returned and destroyed even
these poor shelters. The Johnston and Hamer families were
made homeless in the midst of the cold months of winter.
W h e n t h e so ld ie rs r e tu rned a th i rd t ime In t end ing to a r res t
Johnston, their quarry fled. They pursued him, Johnston
tells u s , for t h r e e days a n d nights. H i s on ly offense w a ssem
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having in-laws serving in the army of t h e South.
The patient parson had finally had enough. Johnston

crossed the Tennessee river into Confederate-held territory
and volunteered. Commissioned a captain, he was ordered to
report to Lemuel Mead back across the river. Johnston 's
company w a s sworn in to t h e Confedera te service near New
Hope, Madison County. Alabama, on January 25, 1864.

=became Company E of Mead's Cavalry Battalion.
From this time on, Milus Johnston played a leading

role in the partisan struggle in North Alabama. He was soon
acting as major of Mead's battalion, commanding a squadron
of several companies. In the closing weeks of the war, when
Mead was authorized by Richmond to reorganize his men into
a regiment of three battalions, Johnston was named to head
the 25th Alabama Cavalry. He was promoted to leutenant
colonel on March 27. 1865, but evidently never received his
commission. He surrendered his command n e a r Huntsville
on May 11, 1865, giving his rank as major. Johnston's
surrender brought the war to a close in North Alabama. Lee's
men h a d laid down their a r m s more t h a n a month earlier at
Appomattox Court House.

"Bushwhacker" Johnston returned to the pulpit after
the war. He continued preaching for another thirty years
until at last forced to retire because of partial deafness.
Johnston was nearly eighty years old before he finally put his
recollections on paper. He did so, he said, "because the
thought occurred to him, that If he did not write the account
himself very soon, some unreliable person might undertake
the task after the writer's death, with much detriment to the
truth and justice of all concerned." It is fortunate that he did
so, since Johnston 's memoirs provide u s almost the only
account of t h e later stages of t h e war in North Alabama by a
ma jo r par t ic ipant on either side.

Milus Johnston wrote his recollections in a readable,
almost conversat ional style. At t imes h e is unmis takab ly t h e
preacher: at other times he is the old warrior again.
Occasionally the anger still burned, for Johnston's was a very
different war from that fought by the main armies of the
North and South. His was a bitter guerilla struggle against an
enemy that somet imes even s t r u c k at w o m e n a n d children.
Nor were his enemies always strangers from the North.
Johnston often directs his anger at the "home-made Yankees"

Southern men who served as scouts and guides for the blue-
coated army of occupation. Some of these he h a d known
before the war. Now they were among the most ruthless of his
opponents.

Yet Johnston's story is also one of forgiveness. At the
war's end, he was fortunate enough to surrender to an officer
who treated him with dignity and fairness. Some weeks later,
J o h n s t o n reciprocated. He was conducting a memorial
service for a young victim of the war when curious Union
soldiers appeared at the church door. The old "bushwhacker"
invited them in. "When I was in the army I fought you with all
m y m i g h t ," h e t o l d f o r m e r f o e s . " b u t n o w I a m i n t h e p u l p i t

and will preach to you with all my ability."
The amiable old soldier lived to the advanced age of 92,

finally departing this life on October 8, 1915. He was buried in
Hearn Hill Cemetery at Watertown, In his native Tennessee.

Char les S. Rice
Huntsvi l le , Alabama
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NOTES

1 Huntsville Times . Huntsville Sesquicentennial issue,
September 11-17. 1953, no page numbers.

2 Proclamation of May 2, 1862, issued at Camp Taylor,
Huntsville, A labama . A r a r e original ex i s t s in the Heri tage
Room of the Huntsville Public Library.

Thomas McAdory Owen, History of Alabama and Dictionaryof Alabama Biography (Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing
Company, 1921), vol. 3, p. 919.
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"Bushwhacker" Johnston?
An Autoblography. By MILUS E. JOMNSTON.
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PROLOGUE

DEDICATION

To My Baby Daughter, Fannie,

Who has clung to me after all others have gone, and whose
watchful ca re a n d k ind t r e a t m e n t have met my every w a n t ,
this volume is affectionately dedicated.

THE AUTHOR

The writer of this autoblographical sketch has often
been requested, by various persons, of both high and low
degree, to give an account o f his "ups and downs" as a
Confederate soldier In the Tennessee valley during the late
Civil War; but, for reasons satisfactory to himself, he has,

until recently. persistently refused to do so.
But when, two years ago. he received a communication,

containing numerous blanks, from a gentleman, with the
request that he fill them out with matter relating to his
connection with the war, the thought occurred to him that, if
he did not write the account himself, very soon, some
unrellable person might undertake the task after the writer's
death, with much detriment to the truth and injustice to all
concerned. Suffice it to say, therefore, that the latter request
was not complied with; but it brought the writer at once to the
decision to perform the task hirself, the result of which is
modestly presented to t h e publlc.

Before entering upon the main subject, the reader will
please bear with the writer whale he devotes a few chapters to
his early life, and especially to the cause that forced him into
the Confederate army. For the belligerent spirit of a soldier
may appear, to some, to be inconsistent with the calling of a
minister of t h e Gospel. But t h e writer t rusts that, when h e has
given his reasons for taking such a course, his critics will
change there condemnation Into approbation. Moreover, is

not t h e writer in the good comp any of the psalmist David, who
said: "Blessed be the lord, my strength, which teacheth my
hand to war, and my fingers to ight"?

The writer asks, furthermore, that the reader make
due allowance for the fragrentary nature of this sketch, as it
has been so long since the incidents narrated occurred, It is
impossible to give them m a complete and connected
s t a t e m e n t .
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THE BARRENS
T E N N E S S E E

Madison

F u n t e r s v i l l e

MAP OF JOHNSTON'S "NEW CONFEDERACY"

SKIRMISHES

Harrison's Gap
Hollowell's Landing
C o m Crib
Yellow Bank Creek
Moore's HIll
Cave Spring
Mer id ianv i l l e
Hewed-Log Barn
Paint Rock Bridge
Hazel G r e e n

April 21 , 1864
May 12, 1864
J u n e 27, 1864
July 8, 1864
August 11, 1864
ca. October 1864
November 26. 1864
ca. December 1864
December 31, 1864
J a n u a r y 18, 1865

Chapter 1

F r o m Tennessee t o A l a b a m a

Tennessee .The writer was born in Wilson county. MiddleHis a n c e s t o r s on h i s fa ther 's s ide were full-
blooded Irish, while those of his mother were perhaps
English. It is said that one of his ancestors, Samuel
Johns ton , c o m m a n d e d militia a t the battle of Guilford Court
House, N. C., during the Revolution.2 His mother's people,
whose name was Hall, left the eastern shore in Maryland over
a hundred years ago, a n d removed to Baltimore, from whence
they emigrated west a n d settled in Tennessee. Having lost his
paren ts at a n early age, h e was reared a n orphan , and h a d a
hard struggle to make his way through life. And having but a
few educational advantages, he was compelled to graduate
from Brush Creek Law School.

In his sixteenth year he was converted from the use of
ardent spirits forever. At an old fashioned corn-shucking -
where the for tuna te lad who found the first red e a r h a d the
right to kiss the girl of h i s choice - one night, while the bottle
was being passed a round pe rhaps every thirty minu tes until
all were about "three sheets to the wind," he stopped, looked
and listened, and at once came to the conclusion that, of all
the fools in God's creation, a d r u n k e n fool s u r p a s s e s them all.
He then and there, in his boyish heart, joined the teetotalers.
Which pledge h a s been sacredly kept in s i c k n e s s a n d in
health, in war a n d in peace, until this day.

In the latter part of the same year, he was "born again,"
or changed from nature to grace, and immediately joined the
Methodist Episcopal c h u r c h a shor t time before the division
in 1844 3 Feeling the impression that he ought to warn
sinners to "flee from the wrath to come," he began at once to
work in the class meeting, prayer meeting and the Sunday
school. Soon after he was licensed to exhort, and in due time
was licensed to preach. Eventually, he was recommended by&qpapusuruosar
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the Quarterly Conference for admission on trial into the
Tennessee Conference, then of the M. E. Church, South. All
these privileges were bestowed without his asking, as he felt
incompetent and unworthy of any conspicuous place in the
c h u r c h .

The Tennessee Conference met that year in the town of
Lebanon, Tennessee, with Bishop Robert Paine in the chair.
Seventeen young men, including the writer, were admitted on
trial into that conference. The writer's first appointment was
Smith's Fork Circult, where he remained for two years. In the
latter part of the second year, the wife of his youth was buried
near the beautiful village of Alexandria, at which time he
came very near dying himself.4

From the Smith's Fork Circuit, he was sent to the
Carthage Circuit. At the close of the two years on that circuit
- he having never regained his health - the Presiding Elder

told the Bishop that he "must either rest or die:" hence a
supernumerary relation was granted him. Having n o w
reached the point where he h a d no regular work and but little
means, and being in very poor health, he was discouraged no
little. But having, instead of these, a restless spirit and a will
like twisted steel, he de te rmined to pitch full length into t h e
fight and never die "just for the want of breath."

But let us explain. Two widows were once talking of
the dea th of their respective husbands .

"Well," says one to the other, "how did your husband
die?"

"Well," said the other to the one, "he died just for the
want of breath."

"Dear me!" rejoined the first. "Whoever heard of
anybody dying just for the want of breath?"

"Well, please tell me," inquired the first, "how did your
h u s b a n d die?" "My h u s b a n d , " she answered, "had b r e a t h to
t h e v e r y l a s t .

I f you will look straight at it, you will see a vast
d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e t w o d e a t h s .

The young preacher we have been writing about
determined then and there to fight all enemies to the knife,
and knife to the hilt, whether those enemies should come in
the form of affliction, or sin, or the devil. Thinking that the
change of air and water might be beneficial to health, he
placed himself in his buggy, behind his faithful horse, and

N

rolled down the pike from Dixon Springs, southward bound.
Passing through Gallatin, he reached Nashville, the "City of
Rocks," and spent the night with Dr. John B. McFerrin. T h e
next morning he went to the Methodist Publishing House, and
m a d e a r r a n g e m e n t s t o b e s u p p l i e d w i t h b o o k s . p a p e r s a n d
t rac t s , a s h e h a d d e t e r m i n e d to b e c o m e a c o l p o r t e u r a s well a s
a seeker after health. Placing a box in the buggy, with as much
literature as was thought necessary, he again cracked his
whip a n d r o l l e d off for the S u n n y South.

Passing through Williamson, M a u r y a n d Giles
counties, Tennessee, he entered Madison county, Alabama,
and rolled into Huntsville, where a halt was made. Huntsville
is the capital of Madison county, an inland town about twelve
miles north of the Tennessee river, and is one of the neatest
and most beautiful little cities to be found in any country.
This city was made our headquarters during the year, and
from which we visited every neighborhood, nook and corner
of the county. preaching and selling books, probably doing as
much preaching on the old Madison Circuit as the pastor, if
n o t m o r e .

At the close of this year, the Tennessee Conference met
in Huntsville; and the writer believing it unnecessary to
continue in the supernumerary relation, resolved to r e n t e r
the regular itinerant field, determined not to seek rest again
until he should find repose in the grave. A n d t h u s w e
continued for nearly thirty years, spending most of the time
within the bounds of the Huntsville district. Some of the
charges to which we were assigned during this time are as
follows: Vienna, Larkinsville, Madison, Fayetteville,
Richland, Bell and Flint Factories, New Market, Limestone,
Triana, etc. On almost all of these charges we remained as
long as the law of the church would allow. At the close of our
w o r k o n t h e L a r k i n s v i l l e c i r c u i t . w e w e r e m a r r i e d _ t h e
second time - to Mrs. Mary E. Findley, whose maiden name
w a s Hamer.
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N o t e s

1 Milus E. Johnston was born near Lebaron, Temessee, om
July 26,1823. His parents were Olwver Camp bell Jot vasion a n d
Hannah Hall Buckley Johnston. Thomas Mceldory w e r a ,
History of Alabama and Dictionary of Alabama Biography
(Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing Company. 192 12, wol. 3,
p. 919.

2 Fought on March 15, 1781, the Battle of Gualford Courthouse,
North Carolina, was technically a wictory for the Britista.
However, Lord Cornwallis had suffered such heavy casaltles
that he was forced to retreat.

T h e division in the Methodist Episcopal Charch was a result
o f the g r o w i n g oppos i t ion to s lavery. Specifically, a
resolution was introduced by a group of Norahem mintsters at
the 1844 Conference calling for the resignation of Bashop
James O. Andrew of Georgia because his wife awned slaves.
The Southern ministers opposed inwolving the church in
what they saw as a civil matter. When no agreernent could be
reached, t h e representatives compromised by establishing
two separate conferences within the church ore for the North
and one for the South. See Marion E. Lazenby. History of
Methodism in Alabama and West Florida drep.: North
Alabama Conference and Alabama-West Florida Conference
of the Methodist Church, 1960), chapter 33, pp. 260-276.

4Johnston's first wife was Susan Anna Ray, whom he married
i n 1 8 4 3 . They were the parents of t h e e sons a n d two
daughters. Susan Johnston died in 1853. Owen, vol. 3, p. 91 9.

5A colporteur in contemporary usage means a person uno
sells bibles and religious tracts. Webster's New Twentieth
Century Dictionary ( New York: The Publishers Guild, 1957),
p. 359.

6Now known as New Hope.

7 Mary Elizabeth Hamer was born June 21, 1833. Site married
Dr. James P. Findley o n March 7 , 1848. Findley died less than
two years later. After remaining a widow for 11 years, Mrs.

Findley mar r ied Johras to r o n October 21, 1859. J o h n Erwin
Hames, Rev. J o h n Hicks Hamer, 1792-1865, His Antecedents,
Descendants, & Collateral Farnilies. 1744-1978. (Privately
printed, c. 1979), p . 36.
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Chapter 2

Larkinsville Circuit

Just at this point we wish to give the reader our
experience upon the Larkinsville Circuit, which lay in
Jackson county, Alabama, because it proved under the
c i rcums tances , the h a r d e s t field we ever cu l t iva ted in our
itinerancy. Not that we wish to trumpet the heroism of the
writer before the world, but to encourage our young men in the
ministry to bear hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ.

The Tennessee Conference met, at this time, in
McMinnville, Warren county. Tennessee. A n d w h e n t h e
writer arrived at the seat of the conference he found himself,
as it were, on the brink of the grave, brought there by a
protracted spell of chronic diarrhea. On reaching the
conference we went to the Rev. Thomas Randle, then our
presiding elder, and said: "Brother Randle, in arranging the
appoin tments , please give m e freestone water : it m a k e s no
difference whether the country is rich or poor. I ask this for
the sake of my life."

And this is the only r e q u e s t we ever made of presiding
elder or bishop, and we consider this a very m o d e s t one. It was
near midnight when the appointments were announced, and
our n a m e was r e a d in connec t ion with t h e Larkinsville
Circuit. We knew this circuit well. We knew the freestone
water was not there; we knew that chills and fevers squatted
behind almost every s t u m p and clod; and we knew that the
preachers appointed there had been running off for some
years past. Besides, we considered ourself near the grave, for
we expected to die.

Our companion having gone to heaven and left us with
several motherless children t o take care of; the great amount
of work to be done on the Larkinsville Circuit; the
unwholesomeness of the country; our personal condition; and
at the same time knowing that our disposition was to carry

co

every weight laid upon us, or break every trace in the ha rness ,
no m a n could show us any th ing but death! We have b e e n
s u r r o u n d e d by m a n y different difficulties; we have been in
war and in peace, in s torm a n d in calm, but the darkest cloud
that ever rose u p o n o u r h o r i z o n threatened us a t tha t moment!

The Conference had to remain in town until the next
day, in order to get a train, but we never slept a wink that
night. Early the next morning we went to see our presiding
elder to protest against our appointment, and although we
were a s humble as a child, at the same time we were a s spunky
as a mink. As we began to state our case, he began to console
us as best he could. At length we led out upon this line:
"Brother Randle, if the Tennessee Conference had no other use
for us but to send us to the Larkinsville Circuit to die, you
might have let us know it and we would have stepped aside and
have given you an open field."

He replied, "You are mistaken, my brother; the
conference has a use for you. You know the Larkinsville
Circuit is dead and buried, but I think by the grace of God, you
can resurrect it."

We rejoined, "To resurrect a circuit is a great and
glorious work, but to take a man's life in order to do it, we m a y
think is very ha rd . If my ch i ld ren h a d a mother 's bosom to
lean upon, it would not be so bad. But to knock the last prop
from under them is not required by the Great Ruler of the
universe."

This sea led Randle 's lips. During the interview the
Rev. Dr. Joseph Erwin was present, who, in his sweet-spirited
way, began to tell of the new railroad,2 the rich soil, the clever
people and the flourishing town. We waited until the sentence
was closed, a n d them came the answer. "If Larkinsville
Circuit were a city whose walls were of Jasper, whose gates
were of pearl, why, sir, a thousand dollars on top of
Larkinsville would not b e o n e item in the bill. Dr. Erwin,
there is but one ray of light that penetrates any vision this
morning, and that is heavenward."

There Erwin ceased, and Randle said: "Brother
Johnston, go and see yow children; stay as long as you want
to, and then come back to your work."

We obeyed t h e c o m m a n d , b u t we did not r ema in l o n g :
for the cloud grew darker, and we became satisfied that, if we
could not preach ourself from under it, our time must be close
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at hand. Having found a home for the rest of our children, we
placed our oldest - which was a daughter - on the train and
rolled down to Huntsville. On her we had been concentrating
our means for the last three years, hoping that she would be a
benefit to the rest after we had crossed over the river. We
placed her in the Huntsville Female College:3 and the next
morning, a s we were leaving, we took Randle by the h a n d and
said: "If y o u hear of me falling sick, come to me as soon as you
can get there, for if your Brother Johnston can't preach this
load off of him, he is a dead man. Good-bye!"

We struck the circuit at Harris Chapel. After preaching
It got Into our head to give the people a plain talk,
Johnstonian style, and it was on this line:

"In the providence of God, I have been sent to you as
your pas to r for the ensuing year, if you a n d I shou ld l i ve . And
I assure you I am here in a perfectly good humor, having no
other object but to get good and to do good. I have learned that
your preachers have been running away from you for the last
three or four years; the whys and wherefores I do not know,neither do I wish to know. I have not told you yet I am going to
stay with you. But I will say this, I'm going to stay until I see a
Booger - a great, big horned booger - and then I will stay long
enough to try to knock every horn off of him. Now, you local
preachers, exhorters, stewards, leaders, old and young, great
and small, fall into line, shoulder to shoulder, and let the
watchword roll all along the ranks, forward march!"

As the preacher went on around the circuit the people
wanted to take hold of him, while he tried to take hold of God,
and never let him go. He went, preaching day and night, and
he didn't care an iota whether he met death before breakfast,
dinner or supper; for he went with no other expectation than
to die. He moved so fast that if a chill had gotten within ten
feet of him, he never found it out. God had over th ree hundred
conversions that year on the circuit, though they did not all
join the Methodist church. The circuit paid the pastor his full
disciplinary allowance, with at least a hundred dollars' worth
of presents, and sent a petition to the conference for his return
next year.

This preacher never spent a happier year in his
it inerant life than th is one on the Larkinsville Circuit.
Therefore he would give the Methodist church this advice:
First, guard the itinerancy as though you believed it was the

very life of Methodism, for it is actually her palpitating heart.
Second, be men of one work, and do not undertake to
supplement. For if y o u do, the people will make you furnish
your own meat and bread. If the regular work of the ministry
does n o t suppor t you, quit a n d go into some other occupation.
Third, never u n d e r t a k e to choose your own work, bu t leave
that with God and the appointing power. Observe these rules,
and in my hones t j u d g m e n t you will be a bet ter an d happier
m a n .
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N o t e s

1 Johnston had five children by his first wife: Caroline H.,
Fountain B., Melville B., John A., and Louisa P. Johnston.
Owen, vol. 3, p. 919. Melville Burr Johnston served in his
father's company during the war. Fountain Bascom Johns ton
served in Co. E, 28th Tennessee Infantry Regiment.

2 The Memphis & Charleston Railroad.
3This was Caroline Hollis Johnston. Johns ton ' s hopes for
his daughter were never fulfilled. She died in Huntsville at
the Female College on March 7, 1862. "Poor girl," wrote f e l l o w
s t u d e n t S a r a h Lowe in her diary. "Her sprightliness and
kindhear tedness e n d e a r e d her to us all." MS. d ia ry of Miss
S a r a h Lowe, Huntsville Heri tage Room, Huntsvi l le Public
L i b r a r y.

Chapter 3

Personal Affliction - A Remedy

Having referred, in a previous chapter, to our personal
affliction, I will here give to the reader a simple remedy by
which we were cured. Our trouble was a chronic diarrhea,
under which we suffered six long years, and how much we
suffered during that time no mind can comprehend, save he
w h o e n d u r e d it. Our honest op in ion is tha t ou t of one
thousand similar cases, nine hundred a n d ninety-nine would
have died. Hence, we wish to publish the remedy to the world,
in a few p l a i n words, a n d how, under God, we were restored,
years ago, to sound and vigorous health. We trust it may be the
means o f saving many human lives. And when we are done
the reader, If afflicted, may either try It or let it alone, as he
pleases. Dactors did not cure the disease, for it baffled every
one to whom we applied. Nor did medicine cure it, for it was
beyond t h e reach of all tha t tried.

We are apprised of the fact that there is an old book
which says, "Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a
man; but that which cometh ou t of t h e mouth defileth a man."
But this had reference to our moral n a t u r e a n d not to our
stomachs; for o u r stomachs are deranged by what is p u t upon
them m o r e than by any other one thing. In o u r case , strict
dieting was absolutely essential to life. Not only for a day,
week, month or year, b u t on until t h a t organ was capable of
performing its proper functions.

And just here we need to say that no one need go to a
doctor in order to ascertain what will agree with his stomach;
that organ, If properly watched, will reveal the facts in the
case . In o u r case, when food went into t h e stomach, common
sense w a s put in one end of the scales a n d the affection of the
s tomach in the other; a n d whenever t h e s tomach sa id that
such an article of food disagreed, that article was prohibited,

a
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whatever it might be. On the other hand, that which the
stomach said agreed, it was used; but merely enough to s u s t a i n
life. This must be done or you die.

Another thing we resorted to, which in our case w a s
almost, if not equal, to the first. T h i s was a n in terna l
c o m p r e s s of cold water, which was kept a s regularly a s
c i r c u m s t a n c e s would allow. It was applied by day, when
possible, while it p ressed our body night after night, until a
cure was effected. The compress should be prepared and
applied as follows: Fold a cloth from four to six double, and
large enough to cover the entire abdomen; s o a k it i n f resh
water until it is thoroughly sa tura ted; wring it unti l it will n o t
drip; then smooth it o u t a n d sp read it u p o n the n a k e d skin.
After which spread over it flannel or linsey so as to entirely
cover the wet cloth. When this is done, the clothing may be
fastened over the flannel , if so desired. The compress should
be applied as often as necessary; especially in acute attacks.

Years ago the writer was also subject to severe attacks
of cholera morbus. I which at times threw him off his feet in a
few hours . But when those attacks came, he threw himself
upon his back and applied the above cold compress, which
never failed to set him perpendicular within from three to
nine hours. In our case it proved to be an absolutely sure
remedy. In our j udgmen t , cold water applied to a n y internal
fever will beat any blister ever applied to the human body,
whether tha t fever be in t h e brain, lungs or bowels.

In test ing the vi r tue of this c o m p r e s s a t t imes we
refrained from its use, but every such time we felt within that
the machinery was all out of order; but never so when we used
the compress. As far as we can discover, the organs of which
we have been speaking have since been sound and healthy;
a n d in connect ion with God's goodness , th is c o m p r e s s h a s
saved us from being dust years ago.

Notes

1 Cholera morbus, according to Webster's New Twentieth
Century Dictionary, is "a norainfectias, rarely fatal cholera,
with d i a r r h e a a n d c r a m p s ; it i s u s u a l l y c a u s e d by
contaminated Joods: also called sporadic cholera, bilious
cholera." (New York: The Publishers Guild, 1957), p. 318.
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Chapter 4

A Contrast of Times and Nations

Not wishing to b u r d e n the r e a d e r wi th a n y more
personalities than are necessary to a proper unde r s t and ing of
the points at issue, we now proceed to the more direct object of
writing the sketch. And we shall begin by drawing a brief
contrast of times and nations, as we were able, during the
years 1860-61, to discern the signs of t h e times.

Let us pause for a moment and take full survey. We
look north, south, east and west; we look at church and state:
at the masses and at the individual; and what do we behold?
The sun, in his chariot of fire, rolling along the ethereal track
of the skies, pouring his light down upon the darkened zones
of his attendant planets, including this world of ours, never
shone upon a happier people than the inhabitants of N o r t h
A m e r i c a !

Under the counsel of Washington, Jefferson and
J a c k s o n , a n d o t h e r s of like pa t r io t i sm, n o n a t i o n u n d e r
heaven ever prospered like free a n d i n d e p e n d e n t America!
But hark! Look and listen, and we observe that things are
changing. Spots are seen on the sun , blood on the moon, and
clouds blot out the stars . There are strange s o u n d s in the air;
there are shakings in the North, and eruptions in the South.

Is it true that the human family, when they have
reached a certain point, are inclined to retrograde? Our mind
runs back to the beginning, when the Great God spake and it
was done, commanded and it stood fast; and at His word star
twinkled to star, sun flamed to sun, and world loomed over
world. At every stroke of God's hammer a continent rolled
from His anvil, until the vast work of creation was completed,
and everything was as it should be. But how long until there
was a change? There is an old book that tells of a rebellion in
heaven, and a great battle fought upon its plains. But what
heaven was tha t? We cannot think it was the third heaven,
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nor the home of the finally faithful, as nothing unclean has
ever yet entered there, nor come out from thither. And as we
hear the leading rebel proclaim to his followers, "Let us
ascend upon high and sit upon the sides of the North; and let
us draw a third part of the stars away with us," it is possible
this battle was fought in the second h e a v e n , when " t h e angels
lost their first estate."

Then look a t Eden's garden, a n d behold m a n in the
likeness a n d image of God! But how soon he violated l a w , a n d
was banished from that blessed state, and even the whole
ear th cu r sed for his sake! T h e n time moved on, unti l m a n
b e c a m e s o de spe ra t e ly wicked t h a t God d r o w n e d the
antediluvian world. Then look u p o n the Jews, God's favored
people, exalted un to heaven, a n d throwing o u t light to all
sur rounding nations. But, after all, they s inned, t u r n e d away
from God, and He turned away from them among other
nations, their very name becoming a hiss and by-word.

Come down to a later age, when the church came forth
from the teachings of Christ and His apostles, without spot or
blemish. But how long did it take, under Roman Catholicism,
for her to become tarnished and polluted? Then look down
the ages and behold the church as she reaches the height of
happy Christian America, in the nineteenth century. See the
unparal le led prosperi ty of the different d e n o m i n a t i o n s , in
this favored land, a s they approached the middle of t h a t era.
But especially the prosperity of the leading Protestant
denomination, the Methodist Episcopal Church . Th i s church
was b o r n in England in 1739, J o h n Wesley being, u n d e r God,
its founder. The world never saw a more wonderful m a n than
John Wesley, who died leaving one hundred and fifty
thousand followers. This great and useful man made his will,
saying: "I adjure my executors that I be carried to my grave by
six poor men, and that I be buried in nothing but woolens.
And let this b e my epitaph: Here lieth the body of J o h n Wesley,
a brand plucked from the burning, who died of consumption,
leaving, after his funeral expenses were paid, not ten pounds."

The en thus ia sm of this man ' s followers leaped the
Atlantic, a n d a century and a q u a r t e r ago began their work in
the wilds of America, going about singing, praying and
preaching. They swam streams, slept with uncovered h e a d s ,
and preaching Christ under great sacrifices, they c o n q u e r e d
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all opposition, until today they stand the strongest
d e n o m i n a t i o n in a l l C h r i s t e n d o m . They are the flying
artillery of God's militant host.

Look back to 1844, and see this great church torn
asunder, in the midst of its prosperity. Why this was done we
shall not stop to say, but leave that to the reader. I Then
observe the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, one half of
the original, as she spread over this sunny land, traversing
the fertile valleys, climbing vine-clad hills, lengthening her
chords and strengthening her stakes, as, perhaps, no other
church has done since the days of the apostles. But how soon
she was destined to meet with another moral earthquake, the
shock of the Civil War.

If our spirit had been consulted beforehand, we should
have requested the privilege of stepping into time, in North
America about the middle of the nineteenth century, and
particularly in that section called the Sunny South. Let us
stop and linger about this period for a while. The people then
had confidence in themselves, in their fellow men, and in
their God. They were contented with their homes, were
satisfied with their government, and had full faith in their
lawmakers. Hence they were prosperous and happy, having a
plenty and to s p a r e .

But hark! They suddenly hear strange sounds and see
o m i n o u s s ignals , as t hey roll ou t of t h e several political
parties, North and South. Abraham Lincoln is nominated,
which the South believes is detrimental to her interests; while
the Democratic party meets in convention, quarrels until it
bursts asunder, and then puts out two sets of candidates, thus
dividing its strength, which permits the election of Lincoln,
causing a state of unrest among the people such as had never
been known in the history of the nation. 2 Conventions were
called; the people ran together; speeches were made for and
aga ins t secession; while the excitement rose higher a n d
higher, unti l South Carolina rolled out of the Union. 3 Then
the fat was in the fire, and the fire began to blaze, and burn,
and flash!

I n Alabama the bone of contention was straight out
secession or cooperation. The writer voted for cooperation
(all Southern States go out of the Union together or stay in
together), and having been a life-long Democrat, he voted,
also, for Stephen A. Douglas. When the old flag was cut down,

at Montgomery, and Alabama went out of the Union,4 many a
brave heart was moved, a n d many a n eye was filled with t e a r s .

But we have now come down to more active times. D o
you hear that mut ter ing from the direction of Char les ton? It
is Beauregard's war dogs growling,5 and showing Uncle Sam
their teeth. The war i s now upon us sure enough.
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N o t e s

I See chapter 1, note 3 .

2After a bitter platform fight, the Southern delegates walked
out of the 1860 Democratic convention a t Charleston. The
convention d i s so lved in confusion. The Democra t s t r ied
again a t Baltimore, where the Northern delegates nominated
Senator Stephen A. Douglas o f Illinois. T h e S o u t h e r n
Democrats met s epa ra t e ly a n d nominated Senator J o h n C.
Breckenridge of Kentucky. The split in the Democratic party
e n s u r e d t h e e l e c t i o n o f A b r a h a m L i n c o l n , a s e c t i o n a l
candidate who did not even campaign in the South.

3 South Carolina withdrew from the Union on December 20,
1860, the first s ta te to secede.

4 On Christmas day, 1860, Alabama voters chose delegates to
their state's Secession Convention. On January 11, 1861, the
convention voted 61 to 3 9 to leave the Union.

5 General Pierre G. T. Beauregard commanded the Confederate
forces tha t fired on Union-held Fort S u m t e r in Char les ton
harbor.

Chapter 5

Why the Writer went to War

During the years 1860-61 the writer was on the
Madison Circuit attending to his own business, and that
business was preaching the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. As
he went, he not only prayed for individual sinners, but also
for the entire nation. And his honest conviction is, that he
never preached more earnestly for the salvation of the human
soul than he pleaded with God to preserve the Union of t h e
States.

We conc lude a t t h e s t a r t that the writer be ing a
minister of the gospel and professing to have been called to
that work, the reader would like to know how he came to be
connected with the Confederate army. You shall have it in a s
plain English as he can command.

A battle had been fought at Fishing Creek, Kentucky,
on the 19th of January, 1862, where the Confederates were
defeated.! Fort Henry,2 on the Tennessee river, and Fort
Donelson, 3 on the Cumberland river, having been captured by
the Federals soon after, the Confederates fell back to
Nashville, Tennessee.

At t h i s t ime t h e wr i te r was in Lincoln c o u n t y,
Tennessee, having in charge the Fayetteville Circuit, a n d also
Fayetteville Stat ion, a s the pastor of the la t te r h a d left and
joined the Confederate army. Soon after th i s General Albert
Sidney Johnston, who commanded the Confederate forces in
the West, fell back upon Corinth, Mississippi, near where was
fought the great battle of Shiloh,* in which the Confederate
commander was killed. It is believed by many that if General
J o h n s t o n h a d not fallen, the main p a r t of General G r a n t ' s
army would have been captured. But a s the latter was
reinforced that night and the next morning, the Confederates
were forced to fall back and give up all the advantage they had
gained.
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Fayetteville being on the direct road from Nashville to
Huntsville, it was exposed to the invasion of the Federals at
any time. So the writer, being in Fayetteville, one day after
the Confederates had departed looked across Elk river in the
direction of Huntsville and saw a considerable smoke rising.
Presently, there came a n old citizen of the neighborhood on a
bareback horse, riding at full speed, and exclaiming at the top
of his voice, "Get your guns! Get your guns! A Yankee has
burnt a wagon load of meat!" And off he bolted for his gun. 5

In a few minutes the town was full of Yankees. W e

suppose that General Mitchel, who was In command, had
ordered a move on Huntsville. Immediately a number of the
citizens were placed under arrest, the writer being among
them, and from that time on the Yankees arrested him
whenever they got in seeing, hearing, or smelling distance of
him. That Is, when they could. He was kept in custody until
he slipped the pickets.

The pickets were placed on a rise along the road
running west. From their position they had full view down
the little valley that made off toward the river. The writer not
being pleased with his company, concluded that he would take
leave of absence and go to see his wife, who was then boarding
four miles below. No sooner said than done, off he put.
Reaching the lower part of town, he found the open valley
hard to be crossed without detection. How now? He picked up
a rough stick, then humped himself up, and crept along, as if
he had been down with the rheumatism for the last ten years.
As soon as the valley w a s cleared the stick was thrown down,
and you had better believe there was some double-quicking
done, until we reached our home, which was outside the picket
line. Then we hunted the nearest way to get somewhere else.

Mitchel soon moved on towards Huntsville, leaving
behind a regiment and a provost marshal in Fayetteville. But
before he reached Huntsville, the citizens there hearing the
Yankees were coming, raised a company, armed themselves,
and went forth to meet them. We suppose they thought they
would give them a "bit of a scare." But when they met Mitchel's
men a few miles out of town, the Huntsville boys were all
t a k e n in. The citizen soldiers told the Yankees that they were
hunting a fellow who had stolen a horse and buggy the night
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b e f o r e . Mitchel's men answered that they were hunting for
some fellows who had stolen a f e w Sta tes out of t h e Union not
long s i n c e . '

The writer did not remain long at home, as he should
have done, but was actually green enough to go up to the
Yankees and a s k them to renew h i s license to preach. Or in
other words, he asked for a "perr i t" t o attend to his
appointments civilly without being molested by their pickets.
Before reaching the pickets he put his horse in a stable
belonging to a family with whom he was well acquainted. But
upon reaching the picket he was not allowed to pass,
remaining with them, talking freely and telling them the
object of his mission, and that he was a Methodist preacher.
While talking an officer was seen approaching with a squad of
soldiers. The picket remarked, "Yonder comes the Colonel
now. When he comes up If yow will speak to him, he will
attend to your business for you."

As s o o n as the officer reached the proper point t h e
visitor said, "Good morning, Colonell"

The colonel replied, in a broad and flat manner, "Good
morning. sir!"

Then the visitor said, "Colonel, I have come to see you
this morning to get a permit, that I may attend my
appointments civilly without being molested by your pickets".

"I will attend to your business when I come back, sir,"
replied the colonel as he rode off, placing his pickets beyond
and hedging the visitor.

On returning the colonel reined up his horse, but still
moving slowly, and said, "What business did you say you had
with me, sir?"

The vis i tor repeated his reqwest. T h e n the Colonel
replied, "You can preach in town on Sunday, sir!'

"But m y a p p o i n t m e n t is in the village of Mulberry next
Sunday.

'I say you can preach in town on Sunday, sir!" and
a w a y w e n t t h e c o l o n e l .

But in a few minutes a squadron of men returned and
took the visitor into town, a prisoner. He was carried before
the provost marshal, who proved to be the same whom he had
met at the picket line before .8 There, in a very abrupt manner,
he was asked a multitude of questions. and treated as
contemptuously as a cur puppy. For the sake of feelings, we
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forbear giving t h e n a m e of t h a t provost . Suffice it to s ay that
he fell in the battle of Perryville.'9 It is reasonable to supposethat the writer did not shed many tears when he heard the
news, on account of the way he had been treated by that
officer. One thing is certain, he rubbed a few drops of
seces s ion blood in to our constitution.

The writer asked the colonel if he intended to confine
him, or would he allow him some liberty.

"You are at liberty to walk about the town, sir," he
replied. The prisoner then left the office in disgust. Movingout, he found the streets filled with Federal soldiers, and some
of them disposed to talk freely about present surroundings.When one of them remarked that "Every dog has his day," theprisoner, having his Irish blood stirred, replied, "That may be
so, in a general sense, but my opinion is that there are more
dogs at the present time than there are days."

While thus hedged up in town, the writer's horse wastaken out of the stable three times and appropriated to theFederal use. The m a n w h o took the horse was chaplain of the
regiment then occupying the town, and belonged to the
Methodist Episcopal church. So said the soldiers. Such acts
as this they called 'pressing," but Southern gentlemen call i t
stealing. We wouldn't give the name of the man, if we knew it,for we do not wish to wound the feelings of any one at this latedate. Our friends finally succeeded in getting the horse back to
the stable.

The time had now come for some of t h e troops to move
southward. Hence the picket whose post was near the housewas called in. We were then standing on the pavement whenthe pickets passed, and the officer in charge threw up his hand
and said, "The way is now open to your horse." On learningthat the horse could be reached, the prisoner again gave theenemy the slip and went home to his wife.

It was evident that there was no chance to preach in
peace . Therefore, husband and wife seated themselves in a
buggy and rolled out southward through Madison county,Alabama, avoiding Federal pickets along the journey, until
t h e y r e a c h e d t h e h o m e o f t h e w i f e ' s f a t h e r , i n t h e s o u t h e a s t
corner of said county. 10

On arriving home, we found there was no chance topreach the gospel. And having no disposition to go into thearmy, and most of his brothers-in-law having enlisted, the
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writer went to work like another darkey, intending to take
care of his family to the b e s t of his ability. But lo and behold,
he w a s not allowed to make a living by homest labor. On came
the Federal army, laying waste to everything in their path,
driving off hogs, cattle, horses and mules, arresting citizens,
and shooting innacent men who had never been connected
with the Confederate amy, and abusing women and burning
houses.

Before they seemed to be satisfied, they burned our
family out three times, taking everything we had indoors and
out. Even the boots from the writer's feet were stolen. Not
satisfied yet, they ran him three days and nights to take him
individually and particularly, but failled to do so. He crossed

The writer recollects distinctly to this day that upon
reaching the south bank of the river he called a halt and about
faced, and straightening himse If up, he looked northward and
said: "Boys, I have come to the conclusiom that God never yet
made a m a n to be slobbered on always by dogs: hence I'm going
to give those fellows a t u r n - t h e best turn I can get into the
hopper!' Immediately he went to the Confederate authorities
and was commissloned an officer. and sent back inside
Federal l ines to raise troops.

We have not given anything like all the dots. Yet, in as
concise a manner a s w e could, we have let the reader know the
cause of o u r being connec ted with the Confederate army.“AUUE
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Notes

I The Battle of Fishing Creek, Kentucky, also known as theBattle of Logan's Crossroads, was a confused encounter in
which the Confederate commander, Brigadier General Felix
Zollicoffer, mistakenly rode into the Union lines a n d waskilled. His army was then driven back in defeat.
2Fort Henry, on the Tennessee river just below the Kentuckyborder, fell to the gunboats supporting Ulysses S. Grant's
army on February 6, 1862.

3 Fort Donelson, guarding the Cumberland river and theapproach to Nashville, fought off numerous assaults byGrant's army until finally surrendering on February 16, 1862.
The loss of the two forts and the defea t at Fishing Creek forced
the Southern army to abandon its defensive line in Kentucky
a n d fal l back to Corinth, Mississippi.

4 The Battle of Shiloh was fought on April 6 and 7, 1862.
General Johnston w a s mortally wounded on the first day.

5The Cincinnati Gazette's correspondent, who signed himself"Y.s." (possibly William S. Furney), reported that Corporal
James Pike of Company A, 4th Ohio Cavalry, "was returning
toward Shelbyville, on Tuesday morning when he met three
wagons loaded with bacon." He burned them. This might
have been the incident Johnston describes, although
Fayetteville was not actually occupied until Thursday
morning, April 10, 1862. Cincinnati Gazette, April 23, 1862.
6 Brigadier General Ormsby MacKnight Mitchel (1809-1862)graduated from West Point in the same class as Robert E. Lee.
However, Mitchel had quit the army after just three years. He
attracted public attention shortly before the war by his work
in a s t r o n o m y. On August 9, 1861, Abraham Lincoln
appointed Mitchel to command the Department o f Ohio.
However, this department was soon absorbed by Major
General Don Carlos B u l l ' s Army of the Cumberland. O n
April 11, 1862, one day after occupying Fayetteville, Mitchel
captured Huntsville, Alabama, cutting the only railroadconnection between the eastern Confederacy a n d the

2 4

Mississippt River. Mitchel was prompally promoted to major
g e n e r a l . Flwe morths later, howewer, after complaints over
alleged misconduct by has men. Mitchel was relieved of
command in Huntsville arad transfered to the Xth Corps at
Hilton H e a d , South Carolina. He died there of ye l low fever on
October 30, 1862. EzraJ. Warner, Generals in Blue (Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State Uriversity Press. 1964), p. 327.

"The Huntsville Reveille, a paper printed by the occupying
Union troops, asked sarcastically on June 10, 1862: "What has
become of t h e Home Guards, who w e r t out to oppose Mitchel's
advance - Are they still hantiag rabbits?"

8" Col. Harris, of t h e Second Ohio has been appointed Provost
Marshal of Fayettewille, a n d h a s e s t ab l i shed his office in the
Court House." Cincinnati Gazette, April 23, 1862.

9 Johnston's information was incorrect. Colonel Leonard A.
Harris resigned his cornris sion o r December 4, 1862. He
re tu rned to Cincinnati a n d w a s eLected mayor. J o h n Kell
succeeded Harris a s commander of the a n d Ohio. I t w a s

Colonel Kell who was killed in battle - a t Murfreesboro on
December 31, 1862. Whi te law Reid, Ohio i n t h e War
(Cincinnati: Moore, Wistach & Baldwin, 1868), vol. 2, p. 21.

10 Johnston's father-in-law was Rev- John Hicks Hamer,

a

Methodist minister who lived near Vierna (now New Hope),
Alabama. Hamer, pp. 36-37.

11 Philip Dale Roddey (c. 1823-1897), of Moulton, Alabama,
organized the 4th Alabama Cavalry in December, 1862. H e

was promoted to brigadier general om August 3, 1863. Ezra J.
Warner, Genera ls in Gray (Louisiana State University Press,
1959), p. 262. After withdrawing from Madison county in
August 1862, the Union forces returned in the fall of 1863.
Johnston fl e d across the river seweral months later. H i s

company was swom into the Confederate army near Vienna
by Captain Lemuel G. Mead on Janwary 25, 1864. Compiled
Service Records of Confederate Soldiers, Microfilm copy 258,
Roll 3 8 , Mead's Confederate C a v a l r y.
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Chapter 6

Acts of the Invaders

Before we proceed further perhaps the reader would
like to know why we use such terms as the following: "the
author," "the writer." "he, e t c . , a s though we were speaking in
the third person. The writer is an unassuming man, and in
reading history, to s e e s u c h expressions as these: "I did this," "I
did that," and 'I did the other," never struck this scribe on the
right side. Hence o u r effort h a s been to avoid a s m a n y I's a s
possible.

Before we get to close quarters, lick for lick, hilt to hilt
and bullet for bullet, let us give a slight description of our
surroundings. We say slight description, for it is impossible
for my pen to tell the whole truth, and when a faint picture is
drawn there will be m a n y doubting Thomases. W h e t h e r t h e s e
things we are a b o u t to relate were done b y m e n b o r n a n d
reared in the North, or m e n imported from o the r na t ions , or
by "home-made" Yankees, as the boys called them, we know
not. But that they were done is a n honest t ruth.

The invading army did not stop at taking things out of
doors, but entered private dwellings, taking bed spreads,
quilts, plates, silver spoons, knives and forks, and especially
jewelry. Some of the finest dresses ever worn by the ladies in
the State of Alabama were carried off. Pianos and organs
were taken into the yard, the tops m a s h e d in, a n d then used a s
horse troughs.

To keep m e a t in a h o u s e was out of t h e question, unless
the place you put it was sealed over as if it had never been
opened. The hogs were killed at a pond out in the woods.
Then, at night, the pork was cut up and placed within a box
fixed between a big log and a boulder, at the foot of the rugged
little mountain close by. the meat being salted in the box. The
box was then covered with boards , wi th b r u s h and rubbish of
various kinds thrown over, until it was entirely concealed
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from view. When the meat was ready to hang we packed it in
sacks by night up that rugged mountain near the summit,
where we had before selected a place to deposit it. The place
was in a sink in the earth, something like a well, perhaps
eight feet across, with perpendicular walls from fifteen to
twenty feet deep, having firm earth in the bottom. Perhaps
half way down we placed joists across from rock to rock, upon
which we h u n g the meat, the shelter being so close to the meat
tha t it was impossible to be seen, until you go near enough to
look down u p o n it. In order to go up a n d down in our m e a t
house, we cut saplings with as many limbs or forks on them as
possible, and cut off the limbs a little distance from the t runk ,
to form p u r c h a s e s for o u r h a n d s a n d feet. We t h e n le t t h e
saplings down until their lower e n d s res ted o n the bo t tom of
the cave, kindled a fire, a n d w h a t smoking t h a t m e a t would
get! Then, by night, a piece at a time would go home, as
n e c e s s i t y r e q u i r e d .

In like manner the writer, the same winter, kept two
fine horses n e a r the s u m m i t of ano the r l i t t l e m o u n t a i n in t h e
opposite direction, having prepared a temporary stable
between two great boulders lying at the base of the bluff. He
carried to them every grain of forage and every drop of water
they ate and drank, until in the spring he was betrayed by a
Negro, and the Yankees got both horses.

The things mentioned above are triffling, compared to
the grea te r m a t t e r s of a s in is te r character. C i t i z e n s w e r e

arrested, and non-combatants, who were never in the army,
were dragged from their homes. followed by their wives and
children pleading for their lives. Yet they were shot down,
some of t h e m in the presence of their loved o n e s and o t h e r s
dis tant i n t h e woods. Boys in their teens were tied t o trees a n d
shot into mincemeat . This was done here, there a n d yonde r.
And the writer could give the number and even the names of
ci t izens shot in th i s sec t ion; b u t h e fo rbea r s t o d o so .
However, he will give one case of the kind as a sample, in
order to give the reader an idea of t he cruelty of such conduct.

About five miles above Guntersville, in the Tennessee
river, is Buck Island, a very fertile spot of ground. And at the
time of which we write there were on this Island 2 . 0 0 0 b u s h e l s
of corn cribbed up and forty or fifty horses kept nearby. These
things were placed there to secure them for the benefit of the
families in the neighborhood. O n a S u n d a y morn ing five
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citizens went over to the island merely to see after their

property, a n d who were a s clever m e n a s the count ry afforded.

But somehow the Federals learned that these men were there,
and a squad of soldiers was sent over to look after them,
commanded by Captain - but we suppress the names to save
feelings. I 

The five citizens were arrested, the 2,000 bushels of
corn were burned, and the horses gathered up and carried out.
But how about the citizens? The captain s a i d they must die.
The citizens talked, begged and pleaded for their lives. But no,
they must be shot. Being placed in line, the work of death
began, shooting one man at a time, and when he fell, if he
showed any signs of life, he was shot again and again until he
ceased to move. Hence, one of t he men was shot as many as
four t imes. And thus it went on until four of them were dead.
The fifth man, standing facing the murderers, received a ball
in the right shoulder, between the point and the neck, and
ranging downward to the center of the back, where it remains
to this day. He fell, but had the judgment to be perfectly still,
not even moving a muscle. They felt his pulse, but finding
none, they swore that he was dead. Perhaps they made the
mistake because they felt the pulse of the wounded arm. They
then dragged the bodies to the river and threw them in. When
the fifth man struck the water, being still alive, he got
strangled. This showed the murderers their mistake, and they
began to exclaim, "Shoot him! Shoot him!" As he floated
further from shore, the captain bawled out, "Knock his brains
out!" Failing to reach him with their clubs, and as he was
getting farther from shore, the captain commanded again,
"Shoot him! Shoot him!"

By this time the wounded man had reached a sapling,
and getting hold of it with his left hand, he pulled himself
behind it, placing the middle of h i s face as near to the center
of the sapling as possible, and dived under the water, leaving
his nose out in order to breathe. In that condition they fired
a t h i m twice more. At the firs t sho t he s a n k entirely
underwater, and his would-be murderers, thinking he was
dead this time, left him. After they left he crawled out of the
river, and is now living within 300 yards of t h i s writing.

The four men killed on the island were named Roden.2
Two miles distant Bent Henry was murdered in like manner. 3
Henry was of a noble family. and many of his honorable

reLatives reside in the s a r e community at this day. Just after
the surrender the writer p reached the fune ra l of these five
men to a n immense congregation. We might continue calling
names of victims, but we forbear. We suppose that by this time
the reader has come to the conclusion t h a t citizens a t h o m e
were in a s m u c h d a n g e r a s soldiers in t h e army.
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Notes
I "Captain" Benjamar R. Harris was the man Johnston chosenot to name. Harrés was borra in Alabama about 1823 and wasmarried to Caroline A. E. Varn on May 20. 1846, byJohnston's father tre-Law, Rev. John H. Farner. Harris movedhis family west in the 1850s, first to Arkansas and later toLouisiana. When the war began, he was working a s overseeron a plantation in Natchitoches. In the jald of 1863, Harrisshowed up again in Madtson county, leading a small band ofAlabama scouts for the Union army. His men wore Federaluniforms, but his tille was unofficial and he was simply hiredby the day. Harris quickly became feared by his formerfriends a n d neighbors Because of his murderous conduct. Noother local "Tory" s e e r s to have inspired as much hatred asBen Harris, though John Dickey of Cottonuille came close.S. Census, Madison County, Alabama, 1850; U. S. Census,Natichitoches County, Louisiana, 1860; Madison CountyMarriage Book 1, page 421.

2 The Buck Island Massacre look place on Decernher 21, 1863.The four victims w e r e Benjamin Roden, James M. Roden, F.M. Roden, and Porter Roden, all civilians. The fifth man wasCharles L. Hardcastle, a Confederate soldier on leave fromCompany C. 50th Alabama Infantry Regiment - LemuelMead's old command. When the notorious Captain Harrisappeared in their reighborhood, the five men took shelter onBuck Island, realizing. said Hardcastle, that "if we werecaught, we would i n all probability share the jate of manyothers who had been kiled by this murderer." Ben Roden hadknown Harris for years and pleaded for their lives. However,Harris was determined to leave no witnesses to his theft of theRoden's livestock. The Rodens were all murdered a s Johnstondescribes it. Hardcastle survived the massacre and the war totell the story. See "The Tragedy of Buck Island" by Dr. John A.Wyeth in the Confederate Veteran magazine, vol. VI, no. 11,Nov. 1898, p. 523. Dr. Wyeth also told the story in hisautobiography. With Sabre and Scalpel (New York: Harpers &Brothers, 1914), pp. 314-315, and in Harper's Weekly, vol. 41,no. 2125, September 11,I897, p. 898. Hardcastle's militaryrecord can be found on Microfilm Copy 311, 50th AlabamaInfantry, Roll 442 (H-L).

3 The 1860 U. S. Census for Marshall County, Alabama, Usts
Benjamin Roden, 65, a native of South Carolina (Henryville
Post Office, residence #228). Only a few houses away lived
Thomas B. Henry, 25 (residence #217). H e w a s a lmos t
certainly the Bent Henry murdered by Ben Harris. In 1860, T.
B. Henry lived with his wife Elizabeth, 19, a n d a two-month-
old s o n , James. Boarding with t h e m were Isaac Henry, 44, a n d
W. M. D. Hill, 24.
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C h a p t e r 7

Scouting Across the River

The time has now come for the account of more active
operations, and we shall begin by relating how we scouted to
and fro across the river whenever we pleased to do so. But in
giving this account we do not wish to make the impression
that the commanding officer did anything extra, for he did but
little, while his boys did wonders. In referring to the officer in
command we shall say " the major" or " the captain."

Take notice, we had been chased across the Tennessee
River, had applied to the Confederate authorities and received
o u r commiss ion, a n d were now o n the s o u t h b a n k o f t h e
stream forming the line between two hostile armies. The
river must be crossed, companies raised, armed and equipped
as best we can, and be ready for t h e conflict.

These arms consisted, at the start, of double-barreled
shotguns, chambering buck and ball.§ Then they had all the
side arms they could carry, consisting principally of armyand navy pistols.?

The reader will remember that the enemy had a heavy
picket of infantry who guarded the post at the mouth of Paint
Rock river every night, falling back in the morning to camp,
while the Yankee captain with his scouts, were patrolling upand down the river all day. Under such circumstances one
would think it a great risk to cross the river and gather up
troops within the enemy's lines. For the most part we crossed
in canoes instead of skiffs and yawls. We did this because
there was more danger of giving an alarm by using oarsinstead of paddles. Hence we got white oak boards at least five
feet long, out of which we made some excellent paddles, the
blades of which were from two to two and a half feet long,
somewhat in t h e shape of t h e tail of a ca tfish , and the edge and
point shaved down so sharp that it would cut the water like a
b u t c h e r knife.

32

In the night we would get into a canoe, paddle up and
down the river on our side, then cross over, as the case might
be, flanking the enemy, and going where we pleased. Those
daring young Rebels have been known to creep up on the
enemy's rear, as near as they dared on foot. Then getting down
on the ground, they would actually crawl, like so many
lizards, n e a r enough to their campfires to see their eyelashes
and h e a r t h e m talk.

Those boys actually got into a canoe one night, up at
Paint Rock river, and ran out, passing the picket post at the
m o u t h . The picket was standing on guard about midway
between the water's edge and the top of the bank. They could
not have been more than thirty or thirty-five paces from the
picket. The river at its mouth is perhaps sixty paces wide, the
timber growing thick on either bank and covered with foliage.
The night being very dark, of course the shade from the foliage
Increased the darkness. We used the paddles described above,
avoiding changing the paddles from one side to the other, but
paddling altogether on one side. For instance, reaching as far
forward a s we could, and sinking the paddle deep in the water,
we m a d e a s t rong a n d s t e a d y pull; then t u r n i n g t h e m
edgewise, push ing t h e m back, we would tu rn them in proper
position and make another stroke, never lifting them out of
the water. T h u s we avoided the danger of hitting the canoe
with the paddles and attracting the attention of the enemy.

At this time we had gotten together about 30 men. The
enemy's base was a t Vienna,3 s ix or seven miles north of the
Tennessee river, from where the infantry came down every
evening and went back every morning, while the cavalry took
charge by day. Our arrangements having been made on the
opposite side of the river, we got in our canoes and moved over
by night, landing against the bluff, but not allowing our boats
to touch the bank for fear of making a noise. Then we went
around in the rear of the pickets until we came about midway
between t h e m a n d their base.

Placing a picket near the road, our little a r m y w a s
thrown back a short distance to await the approach of the
enemy. Su re enough, early in the morning our game drew
near, and talking and laughing in great glee. There were
severa l w o m e n in t h e c rowd, w h o m t h e boys c a l l e d
"renegades." Just as they arrived against our picket they fired
a gun, merely (as they said afterward) to scare the women; b u t
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we think it scared them equally as bad. Thinking that they
had fired on our picket, orders were given our boys to go for
them, and go they did. They went as If they meant to get there,
crying at the top of their voices, "Halt, there, and surrender!"
But t h e y poured b u c k a n d ball into them like hails tones, and
within less t h a n ten m i n u t e s every Yankee was a prisoner of
war, while the women fl e d .

We took more prisoners than we had soldiers in our
command, and we were thus supplied with good guns and a
supply of ammunition.

Having formed the prisoners in line, we placed a part
of our men in front a n d the rest in the rea r a n d s tar ted back to
recross the river. Our orders were to keep quiet a n d march
slowly. The orders were obeyed for a short time, but directly
the boys became boisterous and began to double-quick.

The officer in command, believing that the Yankees
were between u s a n d the river, insisted that the column move
slowly and quietly, that we might capture him. But when
other Federals were met upon t h e road the boys in front began
to cry out, "Halt, there, and surrender!" We were then in a few
steps of a house in which was the game we were after. The
captain had tied his mule to a limb, gone into the house, laid
down his pistol, t a k e n off his h a t a n d overcoat, a n d thrown
himself across a bed for a nap. But hearing the noise, he ran
out, and seeing the gray-coats he bolted for the mountain. The
Rebs seeing him about the same time, charged with a yell.
They then had a high and thigh, the captain leaving, as it
were, a blue streak behind him. The boys grazed him so close
that a bullet cut off a lock of hair. But he cleared himself,
leaving everything but his own individual bacon. Had the
boys obeyed orders, it is probable that they would have settled
mat t e r s with that captain.

When we reached the river the ferry boat was conveyed
to us, and although we had to make several trips, we all passed
over w i t h o u t a Reb being scratched. But things did not remain
quiet for long. In a little while a volley of mine balls came
thundering over the river at us. Then another volley followed.
Thus it went until present ly all was quiet, a n d looking over we
saw they had hoisted a white flag. And they expressed a desire
to talk. We sent one of t h e prisoners down to the bank of the
river to communica t e with them. They a s k e d h i m how the
fray commenced and how it terminated, all of which he

answered correctly. They asked also If the prisoners had been
treated kindly. To which our spokesman replied, "Oh, yes,
very kindly, but they have taken all our greenbacks." We do
not know whether that was correct or not. The boys may have
deprived t h e m of their money while c ross ing the river. At
their reques t we brought their surgeon over t o ou r s i d e that he
might d r e s s the w o u n d s of the pr isoners , a n d when he had
gotten through he was returned safely to his own side. Thus
ended our first skirmish with the enemy. 4
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N o t e s

1 Buck and ball was a cartridge consisting of one large musket
ball p l u s several sma l l e r buckshot. I t w a s i n t e n d e d t o

compensate for the inaccuracy of smooth-bore weapons and
w a s d e a d l y a t c l o s e r a n g e .

2 The standard army revolver of the 1860s fired a .44 caliber
bullet or ball. The navy revolver was a smaller .36 caliber.
Cavalrymen preferred the navy revolver because of its lighter
w e i g h t .

3 Now called New Hope. The Union c a m p w a s n a m e d Fort
Osterhaus after Brig. Gen. Peter J. Osterhaus, a German-born
office r.

4 This action took place at Harrison's Gap on April 21, 1864.
Johns ton ' s memory a p p e a r s to have magnified the n u m b e r of
prisoners. Major J o h n Lubbers o f the 26th Iowa Infantry gave
h i s o w n a c c o u n t :

"I regret to report that this morning about 8.30 a.m. a
detail of 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, and 6 men, i n h o m e r e

re turning from du ty a s pa t ro l s on [the] Te n n e s s e e , w e r e
captured by a force of t he enemy at Harrison's Gap. The men
w e r e marching leisurely, a n d the e n e m y having concealed
themselves fired into the leading 4, mortally wounding 1 and
another seriously. They numbered about 30 men. This detail
was the only one on the river at the time, the remaining ones
having been ordered to c a m p in the day.

"I mounted men immediately and started in pursuit,
but information did not reach me till too late, and I was only
able to see the prisoners on the other side.

"Efforts were made to get the wounded back, but
without avail. The enemy did not cross on my front, but
evidently had t h e aid and counsel of citizens.

"I would respectfully suggest that, with the general's
permission, I c a n cross the Tennessee and retaliate by
capturing a n d destroying whatever there may be on the other
s i d e . All my officers and men are anxious to have a trial with
the guerrillas."

36

Major Lubbers found the following note on the river
bank where Johnston crossed with his prisoners:

"Madison County, Ala.. April 22, 1864
"To the Officer Commanding Post a t Vienna, Ala.:
"SIR: If any citizen or any house is injured or

destroyed f o r what we have done over here, we will retaliate by
putting these prisoners to death. We have 8, but will treat
them as prisoners of war. We are not bushwhackers, a n d you
must not hold citizens responsible for what we do.

(signed] Officer Commanding Squadron."
The handwriting o f the note was recognized a s

"Parson" Johnston's. Johnston's threat was simply that. The
captives were sent to prisoner of war camps. The roster of the26th Iowa shows that two of them died of disease at
Andersonville. Maj. John Lubbers to Capt. W. A. Gordon,
Vienna, April 21, 1864. The Wa r of t h e Rebellion.
Compilation of the Official Records of t h e Union a n d
Confederate Armies, (Washington: Government Printing
Office), Series 1, volume XXXII, part 1, pp. 677-678. The
Official Records of the two armies (hereafter referred to a s the
OR) were published over the years from 1880 and 1901.
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Chapte r 8

Fight with the Gunboat

By this time the enemy h a d picket posts , a few miles
apart , u p and down the river for a considerable distance. N o t

only so, but scouts were passing from post to post every few
hours, both by day and night. Besides, their gunboats were
p l o w i n g u p a n d d o w n t h e r i v e r a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s , t h u s
making things look pretty squally. \ The reader will bear in
m i n d t h a t we h a d been placed in c o m m a n d of a p o s t a t
Hollowell's Landing, over against the mouth of Paint Rock
river. At this point Sand Mountain juts down very close to
the river on the south bank. But na ture seemed to have cut off
a large slice and pushed it out directly on the water's edge. The
side of this slice next to the river was a lmost a perpendicu lar
bluff several hundred feet high. On the side next to the
moun ta in there was a g radua l s lope back, leaving a very
narrow valley between the moun ta in a n d the de tached slice,
through which the public road passed, extending up a n d down
the river. Mr. Hollowell,2 whose name the landing bore, had
a number of Negro cabins just at the mouth of this little
valley, one of which, standing at the lower point of the bluff,
was occupied as o u r headquarters.

One d a y there came one of the enemy's gunboats,
puffing and snorting at a great rate down the river. She
looked dark and smutty and exceedingly ugly. Her
appearance indicated that she had emerged from a darker
world than we had been used to, and we were not sorry when
she got out of sight and hearing. But she had not been long
gone until it entered the mind of the writer that she meant
mischief, and he said to t h e boys, "When that boat returns on
tomorrow she is going to try to prowl us." He did not know
whether that was a present iment or not, but it sett led upon
his m i n d at any rate. And he se t to work to mee t whatever
might follow.

The baggage and horses were sent back into the gorge
of the mountain for safe keeping. The nex t morn ing our
grand army, of twenty men, was divided into two parts, one
division being placed on the point of the bluff above our
headquarters, and the other on the side of the mountain
across the valley and just above the road. But before the men
were thus stationed a trusty scout was placed on the major's
horse and given the gun that made the loudest noise of any in
the command. He was then sent three miles down the river
and ordered to place himself upon a high point, from which
he would have a plain view for a long way down the s t ream.
And that when the gunboat came into view he was to turn the
muzzle of the gun u p the river and fire and then make his way
back to us as quickly as possible. In a short time he arrived
a n d r epo r t ed t h a t the boat was coming. As quickly a s
possible we made ready for w h a t might follow.

Sure enough, as we anticipated, the enemy landed a
mile below us, and put off a force of infantry consisting of
seventy-five m e n or more. The boat t h e n r a n up a n d placed
herself b r o a d side to the m o u t h of Pa in t Rock river, nearly
opposite to us. She had a battery of six guns. Thus you see
they had set a complete trap for us, while at the same time we
had fixed a little trap of o u r own, and we were lucky enough to
dodge their trap and toll them into ours. After preparing
ourselves we did not have long t o w a i t until the sharpshooters
came marching up. As we let t hem pass by us on the side of
the mountain, they put us in mind of hunters who had set a
covey of birds a n d expecting them to flush every minute.
Their a r m s were ha l f p resen ted , ready for action, while they
peeped beh ind every log a n d s tump, l o o k e d under every house
and searched the corncrib. Thus we let them proceed until
some of them h a d entered o u r headquarters .

At t h a t m o m e n t the major 's pistol fi red a s a signal for
action. As quick as thought a volley was poured into them
from both sides, followed by the command to charge. But
Captain Grayson,4 who was standing near when the order was
given, suggested that it be counte rmanded , which was
instantly done, for we did not wish our men to c h a r g e over the
bluff and become exposed to the fire of the gunboat. The
volley of bullets accompanied by the order to charge was more
t h a n the Yankees could s t and , a n d they evacuated instanter.
Down the river b a n k they went, hel ter skel ter, h e a d over
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heels, If not heels over head. As they ran one dropped a sack
with a little meal in it, another a pair of shoes, another somesewing thread, all of which they had taken from our
headquarters. As soon as they got under the bank out of thereach of our bullets they double-quicked as if t h e y wanted to
get somewhere else a s soon as possible. Then the gunboat
s t e a m e d across a n d took t h e m a b o a r d in shor t order, a n d
replacing herself at the mouth of Paint Rock, she turned loosehe r battery on us.

By this time there was a considerable smoke issuingfrom the chimney of our headquarters. The writer, going into see what the m a t t e r was, found that the Federals had
thrown some old saddle blankets into the fire, which he
threw into the yard and then followed himself. While
s tanding there a bomb p as s ed so n e a r h i m t h a t the
concussion of the air staggered him backwards. And when ithad passed on towards the rear, it exploded and wounded oneof our men slightly in the leg.

Jus t here we wish the reader to hear what Captain J . R.
Johnson has to say of t h e above incident, as he was a pilot onthe gunboat at the time, 5 The captain and the major were nokin, only according to Adam, though he would not beashamed to claim kinship with h im in any country, for hewas a very clever man. The Federals had captured him, andas he had been an experienced steamboat man, theycompelled him to pilot the gunboat.

Captain Johnson's statement:"Maj. M. E. Johnston was stationed at Hollowell'sLanding, on the Tennessee river, with a squad of twenty-fivemen. He was there to keep the enemy from crossing and toprevent the men from the gunboat from foraging on the southside of the river. This point is situated in Marshall county, atthe mouth of Bean Rock Creek, just opposite the mouth ofPaint Rock river, seventeen miles below Guntersville,Alabama.
"Coming upon the gunboat, the 'Gen. Thomas,' CaptainW. A. Naylor of the Thirteenth Wisconsin was commanding.

The boat had on board one hundred sharpshooters and abattery of six guns. Capt. Naylor landed the boat one milebelow Hollowell's Landing and put ashore seventy-five menand a lieutenant, to come u p in the rear of Maj. Johns ton ' s
camp and capture it. But Johns ton , seeing that he was

4 0

evidently hemmed In by the gunboat in front and the
sharpshooters in the rear, outnumbering him three or four
times, divided his m e n into two par t s , placing one part among
the rocks on the bluff and the other among the b u s h e s next to
the mountain. T h u s they occupied both s ides of the road
leading down to the boat landing. There they remained quiet
until the Federal troops came into the camp and began to
destroy it.

"Johnston then ordered his men to open fire, which
they did, killing one m a n a n d wounding several others. At
this time there was a s t ampede of the Federal troops t o the
water's edge, where they were protected by the battery on the
gunboat. Presently the gunboat landed and took aboard all
the sharpshooters. and then proceeded up the river to
Bridgeport, which was headquarters for the gunboat fleet,
concluding to let that picket post remain in charge of Maj.
J o h n s t o n a n d h i s squad.

"After arriving at headquarters, the officers of the
gunboat reported to Gen. Steadman, who was in command,
the details of the Hollowell's Landing fight. The lieutenant
who went on shore with the men reported that he and his men
were extremely anxious to get back on the gunboat out of sight
of those hyenas. He also said that the bushwhackers had
whipped the gunboat in a fair fight.

J . R. J o h n s o n
"Eye-Witness, Pilot on Gunboat."

W h e n the boat s t a r t e d u p the river, we all double-
quicked to the top of the hill a n d looked down u p o n t h a t
black monster with contempt. We poured a shower of minie
balls into he r and continued to shoot a s long as she was in
r e a c h . We would add that shortly after this we captured
Captain Johnson, and his recollection then was that three
m e n were killed on the boat. Whether that be t rue or not. we
do not know. This was the beginning and ending of
gunboatism with us. And up to this date we have not gotten
very hungry for another dish of this kind of fruit.
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Notes

I The Union navy's gunboats were unable to proceed up the
Tennessee river past Muscle Shoals. Therefore, the Union
forces constructed four gunboats and six transports a t
Bridgeport, Alabama, to control the upper Tennessee a n d
supply Chattanooga. These warships constituted the 11th
Division of the Mississippi Squadron.

2 Presumably William D. Hollowell (1800-1890), a wealthy
merchant of Huntsville.

3 This encounter took place on May 12, 1864. See note 6
b e l o w.

4 Johnston is probably referring to Charles A. Grayson, who
became a lieutenant of Company F when it w a s o r g a n i z e d on
S e p t e m b e r 1,1864. Compiled Service Records, Mead's
Confederate Cavalry.

5 James R. Johnson (1831-1895) of Marshall county,
Alabama, w a s a prewar riverboat captain. From mid-1864
until late in the war, Johnson was employed by the Union
fleet as chief pilot on the upper Tennessee River. The gunboat
General Thomas was officially "Gunboat A" at the time of t h e
encounter. Southern War Claim Number 1460, James R.
J o h n s o n . (Johnson's claim for repayment for supplies
provided to the Union troops w a s denied.) The G e n e r a l
Thomas was a lightly armored sidewheel steamer. Her
armament in August, 1864, consisted of two 20-pounder
Parrot rifles and four 24-pounder Parrot smoothbore
howitzers. Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Navies in the Wa r of the Rebellion (Washington: Government
Printing Office, 1921), Series II, vol. I, p. 93.

6 Captain William A. Naylor was actually commanding
officer o f t h e 10th I n d i a n a Battery. Naylor m a d e his o w n
s o m e w h a t confusing report two d a y s after the sk i rmish on
May 14, 1864. It reads i n part:

" We l r a n u p a n d l a n d e d a d e t a c h m e n t o f
sharpshooters about a mile below Hollowell's wood-yard, or
Jackson 's Ferry, a n d set a shore another detachment, a n d

reconnoitered half a mile back of the landing, and waited for
the d e t a c h m e n t l a n d e d below to arrive. At this time the
Rebels, number unknown, concealed among the rocks a n d
bushes, opened a cross fire on our party, wounding 3 men, 1 of
whom died soon after being brought on board the boat. A s the
fire was from three directions, it was impossible to see or
know the force of the enemy. The riflemen fell back to the
boat; backing out into the stream, w e shelled the landing.'
Capt. W. Naylo r to C o l . Wladimir Krzyanowski,
Bridgeport, May 14, 1864. OR Series I, volume XXXIX, p a r t 1,
pp. 15-16.
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